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XIV. — Captain Alexander's intended Visit to the Ddmaras, 
South Africa. 

[To the- Secretary of the Royal Geographical Society.] 

Government House, Cajje of Good Hope, Aug. 15, 1836. 
Sir, — I had the honour of stating some time ago, that I had still 
the same firm determination not to return to England without 
having previously visited some undescribed regions in South Africa. 
No change in this determination has taken place; but a change 
of circumstances has necessarily caused an alteration in my line of 
route. 

When I undertook an expedition of discovery for the Royal 
Geographical Society, it was intended that I should endeavour to 
trace the course of the River Manice from Delagoa Bay to the 
Baquaiiia country. We were before this tolerably well acquainted 
with the country and people at and about Delagoa ; and now 
Dr. Andrew Smith, having penetrated behind Delagoa to latitude 
23° 26' with the Central African Expedition, will be able to give 
what was expected from me relating to the Baquaina country, &c. 
A small portion of river then only remains for me to trace in that 
direction, but nothing new to describe of the people and natural 
productions of that region. 

In a letter received some time ago from that distinguished geo- 
grapher Mr. Cooley, who set on foot the Delagoa expedition, he 
said, " We know nothing of the Damaras of VValvisch Bay, west 
coast, collect all the information you can regarding them." And 
again: in a letter from Captain Maconochie, the late excellent 
Secretary of the Society, it is suggested to me, that " if Dr. 
Smith has done what was expected of you behind Delagoa, it is 
a question whether you should go in that direction now at all ; 
but do nothing hastily, or undertake a long and expensive land 
journey ; be regulated by advice,'' &c. 

I therefore maturely weighed all the bearings of the case, con- 
sulted with Dr. Smith, Mr. Chase, Major Michell, the Surveyor 
General, ?Cc. ; and it was agreed, that under existing circum- 
stiinccs a journey towards the Damaras country was the most fea- 
sible plan for acquiring interesting information on the geography 
of South Africa, and that towards the west coast I should now 
direct my steps. Not to lose any more time, therefore, I have now 
taken upon myself the responsibility of visiting, in the first in- 
stance, the country north of the mouth of the Orange River. 

Beyond the Gariep we know nothing. The last Missionary 
station is at the Warm Bath, twenty miles from the Great River. 
Bethany, on the Fish River, has long been abandoned. The Mis- 
sionaries, who have lived long in Namaqua Land, say, that Le 
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Vaillant was never beyond the Orange River, and that beyond it 
there is a new and a splendid field for research. 

A short time ago I sent to the Society translated extracts from 
the journals of the brothers Van Reenen, who endeavoured to 
penetrate in that direction, but who failed to give any information 
of value, or to reach any distance. 

The Damarasare supposed to be a nation of Negroes, very dif- 
ferent in appearance, in manners, and customs from the two great 
families we are acquainted with in South Africa, the Bechuana 
and Hottentot. The Damarasare said to construct their habita- 
tions by placing poles together in a conical form, and covering 
them with siiins, like the North American wigwam ; the other 
races in South Africa have round-topped huts, thatched or com- 
posed of mats. The Bechuana and Hottentots use stabbing and 
throwing " assegaes," or javelins; whereas the Dan)aras are said 
to use a short and broad-bladed weapon, with which they cut 
throats ! In the recently published voyage of the American mer- 
chant captain, Morell, it appears there is a great trade in cattle 
between the Americans and the Damaras : the natives bring their 
herds from the far interior, about the tropic, to barter with the 
Americans, and are ornamented with copper beads of their own 
manufacture. 

I hope, therefore, that the Council of the Society will approve 
of the step I am about to take, without the power of previous 
reference to them ; viz., to leave this on the 1st of September, with 
a waggon, for Clan William, the Kamiesberg, and the Warm Bath. 
My baggage is made up to go on pack oxen, when obliged to 
leave the waggon beyond the Orange River. With me I carry seven 
pack-saddles, for my clothes and those of my people ; ammunition, 
food, presents, &c. 

I do not intend to take a companion for my journey, as it is 
not intended to be one for recreation, but for useful labour ; but 
I have engaged three Europeans to go with me, to keep the others 
in check and up to their work. The head man is Charles Taylor, 
a man of Kent, 33 years of age; who has been a servant with one 
or two officers in the East Indies, and who bears an excellent cha- 
racter; he is a good hand at skinning and preserving objects of 
natural history. 

The next is Antonio J. Perreira, aged l6, a boy I engaged in 
Lisbon in 1834, when I went to Portugal to get authority to visit, 
and be assisted at Portuguese settlements in Africa. The third is 
Elliot, a steady soldier of the 27lh, or Enniskillen regiment. The 
fourdi is Magasee, a Bengallee by birth, tiiirty-six years old, 
sold here as a slave, and who ran away from his Dutch master to 
the Caff'ers, with whom he lived as a herdsman foi- sixteen years ; 
he was one of the guides attached to the artillery in the campaign 
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of last year, and is a very faithful and brave man. The fifth and 
sixth are Henrick and Wilhem, the driver and leader of the waggon, 
who are both able-bodied Bastards. I get others from the mission 
stations to go on with me. All are engaged and contracted for 
before a magistrate for one.year, commencing the 1st of September. 

I have bought an excellent waggon for 900 R. dollars, have 
been supplied with rifles, fusils, pikes, a tent, ammunition, &c., 
from the Ordnance store, by order of his Excellency the Governor, 
and Messrs. Borradaile and Co. have laid in the other necessaries 
for the expedition in as complete and reasonable a manner as is 
possible, 1 hire oxen to the mission stations, and will economize 
to the utmost of my power the .300/. placed at my disposal, and 
an account shall be rendered of the expenditure. 

All the party is in good health and spirits, and, relying on 
Divine assistance, I have no fears for the result of the enterprise, 
which 1 hope will be concluded in the course of the year 18.37. 
The route may be from the Warm Bath (Orange River) to Wal- 
vich Bay, towards Benguela, and sweeping round easterly towards 
Lattakoo. 

I communicated my intentions to the Association for exploring 
Central Africa, and annexing their answer to my Letter, 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

Jas. Edw. Alexander, A.D.C. 

By letters from Captain Alexander, dated Sept. 10, 1836, he had 
that day left Cape Town on his journey to the Ddmaras — all well. 



